Animals in the Setting Policy 1.14
Burghclere Pre-School

Policy statement
Burghclere Pre-School recognises that contact with animals and living creatures can enhance children’s learning and development, particularly in understanding the natural world.
We ensure that any contact with animals is safe, supervised and in line with appropriate hygiene and risk management procedures. The health, safety and wellbeing of children, staff and animals is always our priority.

Legal framework
This policy is implemented in accordance with:
· Early Years Foundation Stage
· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999

Aims
We aim to:
· Provide safe opportunities for children to learn about animals and the natural world
· Promote respect and care for living creatures
· Ensure high standards of hygiene and infection control
· Minimise risks to children, staff and animals

General principles
We ensure that:
· All interactions with animals are risk assessed and supervised
· Children’s safety and wellbeing are prioritised at all times
· Good hygiene practices are followed consistently
· Animals are treated with care and respect




Risk assessment
We carry out a written risk assessment:
· Before introducing any animal into the setting
· Before any visits involving animals (e.g. farms)
· When animals are brought in by visitors
Risk assessments consider:
· Hygiene and infection control
· Allergies (children and staff)
· Behaviour and temperament of the animal
· Supervision requirements
· Cleaning and waste management
Risk assessments are reviewed regularly.

Hygiene and infection control
We maintain high standards of hygiene by ensuring:
· Children wash their hands thoroughly after contact with animals
· Staff supervise and support effective handwashing
· Children do not have contact with animal waste, bedding or food
· Staff use appropriate protective equipment (e.g. gloves) when cleaning
· All animal areas are cleaned regularly
· Eating and drinking areas are kept separate from animal areas

Allergies and health considerations
We:
· Obtain information from parents about allergies or sensitivities
· Assess risks before introducing animals
· Put appropriate controls in place where required

Animals in the setting (pets)
If animals are kept in the setting, we ensure that:
· They are suitable for an early years environment
· They are healthy and appropriately cared for
· Their living environment is safe, clean and secure
· Children are taught how to interact with them safely and respectfully
· Children are always supervised when interacting with animals

Animals brought in by visitors
When animals are brought in by visitors:
· The owner remains responsible for the animal at all times
· A risk assessment is completed in advance where possible
· Clear guidance is given on handling and interaction
· Children are supervised at all times

Visits to farms or animal settings
When visiting farms or similar environments, we ensure:
· A risk assessment is carried out prior to the visit
· The setting follows its outings policy
· Children are closely supervised at all times
· Handwashing takes place after contact with animals
· Footwear is cleaned where necessary to reduce contamination

Supervision and safety
We ensure that:
· Children are always supervised when interacting with animals
· Staff intervene where necessary to prevent harm
· Any injuries or incidents are recorded and managed appropriately
· Concerns are addressed in line with safeguarding procedures

Safeguarding
We recognise that children’s safety is paramount. Any concerns relating to injury, hygiene or supervision are managed in line with our Safeguarding Policy.

Monitoring and review
We will:
· Review this policy annually or sooner if required
· Monitor practice to ensure high standards of hygiene and safety

Policy details
Policy owner: Burghclere Pre School
Adopted at the meeting on: 
Last reviewed: 
Next review due: April 2027
Signed on behalf of the management committee:

Name: Sophie Castle
Role: Trustee 


